
©
20

13
 b

y 
So

nl
ig

ht
 C

ur
ric

ul
um

, L
td

. A
ll 

rig
ht

s 
re

se
rv

ed
.

120-SG Bible/History | Week 21—Day 1—History, Geographies & Biographies | Curriculum Update 

What is the Panama Canal?
120-SG Bible/History

Week 21, Day 1

History, Geography & Biographies

What is the Panama Canal? | Read the whole book

Vocabulary

isthmus: a narrow strip of land that connects larger land 
areas.

panamax: the largest size of ship that can fit through the 
Panama Canal.

To Discuss After You Read

1. Why was a canal across Panama needed?  
[What is the Panama Canal?] 

2. How far apart are the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in 
Panama? [What is the Panama Canal?] 

3. What event increased interest in traveling across 
Panama and why? [chap. 1] 

4. What were the conditions of the 1846 treaty between 
the United States and Colombia? [chap. 2] 

5. What are the two types of canals? [chap. 3] 

6. Why did the Panama Canal turn out to be more difficult 
to dig than the Suez Canal? [chap. 4] 

7. Why did the French fail to build a canal across Panama? 
[chap. 4] 

8. Why was the United States still interested in building 
a canal through Panama after the Transcontinental 
Railroad was built? [chap. 5] 

9. What did the United States gain from its treaty with the 
new country of Panama? [chap. 6] 

10. How were malaria and yellow fever spread? How did 
the French attempt at building a canal accidently make 
the disease situation worse? [chap. 7] 

11. How did William Gorges reduce malaria and eliminate 
yellow fever? [chap. 7] 

12. Which workers were paid in gold and which were paid 
in silver? Why? [chap. 8] 

13. Why was the decision made to dam the Chagres River? 
[chaps. 8–9] 

14. What are locks? [chap. 10]  

15. When did American control of the Panama Canal end? 
[chap. 11] 

Timeline and Map Activities

d Suez Canal opens (1869)
d Panama Canal opens (1914)
 Panama; Suez Canal (map 1) 


